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President’s Report: 

 

It is with sadness that we post the passing of our 

member, Mrs. Cynthia (Viv) Cuskelly, nee Connolly, 

widow of our late member Tom. We recently received a 

card from Viv, expressing how much she enjoyed the 

newsletters. Viv was buried on Saturday the 20th 

October, from St. Mary’s Catholic Church and interred at 

the Warwick Lawn Cemetery. 

 

I have called a General Meeting for Friday the 9th 

November 2018 commencing at 10.00am. This will be 

the first General Meeting of SDESA and during general 

business, financial members will have the opportunity to 

express their opinion on how they perceive the 

executive, committee and association, has been 

functioning since the AGM this year. I am optimistic of a 

positive outcome from this meeting. 

 

During last month, a few members assisted in the 

‘Battle of Bagdad’ obstacle course held at Leslie Dam, 

Warwick, supporting the Memorial Walls and Dias 

project. By all accounts everybody had a good time, 

whether cooking, scrutineering or medical backup. 

 

On the 3rd November commencing at 10.45am the 

opening of the Leslie Park Memorial Walls and Dias, will 

be officially opened by Daniel Keighran VC and the 

Southern Downs Regional Council. All are welcome to 

attend. (Page 6 for details.) 

 

Remembrance (Armistice) Day 11/11 2018 will be 

commemorated at the Warwick Cenotaph by the 

Warwick RSL Sub Branch and the Southern Downs 

Regional Council from 9.30 am.                                    

 (Full details are on page 7.) 
 

We will be closing the Centre after Friday the 14th 

December 2018, the day after our Christmas Party, until 

Friday 11th January 2019. During that period, we will 

have the Centre carpets cleaned and clean off the 

mannequins and freshen the display area in readiness for 

the coming new year. 

 

 

  

Christmas is just around the corner (again...) and we 

are looking forward to having our Christmas Party on 

Thursday the 13th December this year in our own 

premises commencing at 6.00pm. (All details are on page 

3). We ask that you either place your name/s on the 

notice board or contact the secretary and advise that you 

are coming along. We would appreciate your payment at 

that time, so the treasurer is not handling money on the 

night. 

Congratulations to member Colin Pope, on being 

given the honour of having the players player trophy 

named after him each year. The Cardinal, as he is 

affectionally known, has been a long-time member of the 

‘Redbacks Australian Rules Football Club in Warwick 

and has supported the teams in many ways. He is a 

Foundation and Life Member of the club and the new 

trophy will be known as the ‘Colin Pope Players Player’. 

VSASA and now SDESA, is delighted to be the sponsors of 

the ‘Redbacks ANZAC Cup’ each year, from all members 

Cardinal, Well done mate. 
 

Our Dine In/Out this month is at the Warwick RSL 

Memorial Club from 6.00pm, thank you for all who have 

supported our monthly get-togethers with wives, 

partners and family. We hope to continue this unique 

event in the new year, with some new members coming 

along and enjoying the company. 

 

 

Your Mate 

Ken  

 

. 

  
Colin Pope 
November dine in/out RSL 

 

~ IN MEMORY ~ 

 
 
 
 

Mrs. Cynthia (Viv) CUSKELLY 

(Widow of Thomas) 

 

13th October 2018 

 

 

 

‘LEST WE FORGET’ 
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CALENDER EVENTS for NOVEMBER  2018 

SDESA Ladies meet each month on a  

Monday at 12.00 Noon, 

to have a luncheon together 

 

will be held at 

‘Warwick Gardens Galore’ 
                   from 11.45am 

 

Could those ladies who wish to  attend 

 ‘please’ contact Helen, no later than  

15thNovember 2018. 

 

 

Helen Nielson 

Ph: (H) 07.4661.5772 

Mob: 0429.615.772 

 

 

 
    Kevin Neal   11th  
    Darcy Furness  13th 
    Max Reilly 13th 

    Vince (DJ) Galea  14th 
    Shazza Gleeson  14th 
    Patrick Costigan  15th 
    Colin Pope  17th 
    Barry Kelly  22nd 
    John Palmer  24th  
    David Watt  29th 

 

Fri 2nd       9.00 am SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street Warwick. 

 

  

Wed 7th    9.00 am – 12 Noon.  Services Memorabilia Display. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Sun 11th  11.00am ‘Remembrance (Armistice) Day’ 

 

 Wed 14th  9.00 am – 12 Noon.  Services Memorabilia Display. 
 
 

 

 Fri 16th      9.00 am SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street Warwick. 

 

 Wed 21st   9.00 am – 12 Noon.  Services Memorabilia Display 
 Fri 23rd       9.00 am SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street Warwick.  
Wed 28th    9.00 am – 12 Noon.  Services Memorabilia Display 
 Fri 30th       9.00 am SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street Warwick, BBQ and ‘Meat Tray Raffle’ 
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            The President and Members of the 

               Southern Downs Ex-Services Association 
               Queensland Incorporated 

               requests the pleasure of; 
           All Members, their Wives and Partners,  

 Family, Sponsors and Guests. 
    To attend the

To be held at, 

SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street, Warwick 
Thursday Evening, 13th December 2018. 

6.00pm - 6.30pm 

 

(SDESA will subsidise all attending, you pay only: 
$30.00 p.p. or $60.00 a double) 

 

The Menu will consist of a Buffet Meal, Dinner rolls and Desert.  
Standing orders have been set aside and it will be a ‘BYO’ FUNCTION 

 
 

Hot Food:       Honey Baked Ham or Roast Beef. 
                   Roast Potatoes, Honey carrots, Cauliflower au Gratin,  
                   Nutmeg Baked Pumpkin, Sweet Potato with peas. 

 

Cold Food:    Sliced Corned Meat or Sliced Turkey. 
                  Seafood Salad, Pasta Salad, or Tossed Garden Salad. 

 

Deserts: Plum Pudding with Brandy Custard or  
                 Warm Apple Crumble with Custard. (Tea & Coffee all night). 
 
 

Name: ………………………………………………………… Phone: …………………………..…..………………… 

 

      (R.S.V.P and payment by Friday, 7st December 2018.)  
 

‘  
I will be attending the and will be accompanied by;  

 

 
 

 

Guest Name/s: …………………………………………………at $30.00pp ($60.00Double) 
 

      Dress:  neat casual – shorts if it’s hot – long if it’s not. 
 

Please make cheques payable to ‘SDESA Qld Inc’ or by  
            Direct Debit into our bank at:  Warwick Credit Union.  
                   BSB:  817-001.   ACCOUNT NO:  400305133 

                    (Please include your ‘Surname Name’ and words ‘Xmas Dinner’) 

 

                    POST to; Honorary Secretary  
                                 SDESA Qld Inc.                                                                                   
                                                    P.O. Box 631  
                                 Warwick. Qld. 4370.    or  

 

  Pay on a Friday or a Wednesday at the Centre and receive your 
receipt from Treasurer, Mrs. Barbara Cutmore.  
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Steven Ross 
       B.HSc (Phty) 

Country Smiles is expanding its services 

to include General Dentistry and will be known as 

‘Country Smiles Dental Services’. 
Continuing to offer quality removable dental 

prosthesis, with the added advantage of inhouse 
collaborative dental care and all general dental 

services.  

Health fund rebates and DVA services available. 

Country Smiles Dental Services is committed            

to providing the best dental care on the              
Southern Downs. 
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President’s visit to the Australian Army Cadet South Queensland Annual Camp 2018. 
 

On Wednesday Sept 26th I attended the open day of the Australian Army Cadets, 

South Queensland Annual Camp 2018 at the Greenbank Training Area.  

We were welcomed by the Commander of the South Queensland Australian Army 

Cadet Brigade, Colonel Darren Potter, ( COL Potter has developed over 28 years strong 

leadership and management credentials. with 22 years Australian Regular Army service 

as a Royal Australian Engineer Officer, COL Potter served in command and leadership 

appointments domestically and internationally including operations in the Middle East. 

COL Potter continues to serve as an Army Reserve Officer as the Commander of 

Australian Army Cadets (AAC) in the South Queensland AAC Brigade.  

After the welcome we travelled by bus to 

one of the live firing ranges, where I was 

able to catch up with VSASA Aust Inc 

Secretary, Phil Clowry OAM and we had 

lunch together. 

After lunch we were invited to take part 

in a live fire using Steyr rifles and were 

permitted to fire a full magazine at the 

100 metre targets. I much enjoyed the     

 shoot, only 3 shots outside the centre circle.  

We then travelled to another area where Regular Army Field Engineers were instructing cadets on using different 

tools of the trades. It’s a pity that there was not enough time to get around to all the exercise areas to see more 

of the cadets in their learning experiences. 

The SQLD Annual Field Exercise is the culminating activity in the training 

year of cadets which extends individuals beyond their self- imposed 

limits, develops an understanding of 

the balance between personal 

freedoms and choice and the 

responsibilities that they bring, 

promotes self- reliance, self-esteem 

and self- discipline. 

An exciting program of field craft, technical electives, weapons handling, 

marksmanship, and leadership is on display in various settings. Throughout the 

exercise the cadets worked as part of a team in a challenging and adventurous environment to demonstrate these 

core skills. Bde COMD COL Darren Potter has requested that if more members from our association could 

attend the next open day, (held in September 2019) during their Annual Camp, all would be made welcome. 

 

 

Bde COMD COL Darren Potter, 
President Ken and CO 17 AAC 

Warwick, MAJ Jason Gard 

                                                      New Australian Army ‘MAN’ trucks - with ‘Troop Pods’ attached. 

Pup Tents are still used but ‘Cammo’ 

Range Shoot at Greenbank 

Styer Shoot with ARA Instructors ‘Cold & Wet’  
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In Flanders Fields: 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the dead. Short days ago, 

We lived, felt dawn,  

saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved,  

and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

 

To you, from failing hands, we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow 

In Flanders fields. 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER  2018                                                                                                                                                        Page | 7 

                                
 

“Support Through Friendship and Understanding” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 2018 
 

8:30am        Flag at Peak. 
9:30am        Scots PGC Pipes and Drums playing in rotunda. 
10:20am      Bugle Call to assemble. Mr Brendan Babington, Warwick City Band 
                      Flag lowered to half-mast. 
10:21am      MC welcome, Mr Malcolm Crawford.  
10:25am      Take Post: 11th Light Horse Warwick Montrose Troop after patrolling. 
10:30am      Catafalque party mounted by 17 Australian Army Cadet Unit - Warwick.      
10:40am      Opening Prayer:  Rev Kevin Stow 
10:41am      Address: Brigadier Duncan Hayward 
                                   Deputy Head, Reserve and Youth Division, ADF 
                                   Deputy Commander, ADF Cadets 
10:55 am      March on RSL Standard.          
10:57am       Poem: ‘In Flanders Fields’.   Students from Warwick West State School. 
10:58am       The Ode of Remembrance.  Mr John Skinner,  
                                                                         Warwick RSL Sub-Branch President. 
10:59am       Last Post. Mr Brendan Babington. 

 

11:00am   Observe ‘One-Minute’ Silence. 

 
 

11:01am       Reveille:  Flag to Masthead. 
11:02am       Wreath Laying. RSL President and Guest Speaker, Local Government,  
                       Serving Military, ESOs, Community Organisations, Schools, Citizens. 
                       Music Choir. 
11:15am       Poem. Pledge of Remembrance. Students from Freestone State School. 
11:17am       Benediction:  Rev Kevin Stow. 
11:19am       Australian National Anthem.  
11:20am       March off the RSL Standard.  
11:22am       Dismount Catafalque. 
11:25am       Dismiss. 
12.15pm       Move to Warwick RSL Services & Citizens Memorial Club. 

 

Warwick RSL 
Sub Branch 
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21st January  ‘Coffee Club’ 

25th February  ‘Belle Vue Café’ 
25th March  ‘Bluebird Kitchen & Bar’ 
29th April  ‘Warwick Gardens Galore’ 

27th May  ‘Cherry Tree’ 
24th June  ‘Char-Belas’ 
29th July  ‘Just Because’ 

26th August  ‘Malt House’ 
30th September  ‘Coffee Club’ 

28th October  ‘Mussels’ 
25th November  ‘Cherry Tree’ 

16th December   ‘Warwick Gardens Galore’ 
(Christmas Lunch) 

 

For Further Information, 
Please contact convenor, 

Mrs. Helen Nielson 
H: 07.4661.5772 
M: 0429.615.772 

 
 

 

 

Michael & Mike 

TYREPOWER 
WARWICK 

26 King Street 
Warwick Qld 

4370 

07.4661.455 
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has been called for the          

9th November 2018 at 10.00am 

 
 
 

Please be advised that a ‘General Meeting’ has been called by the President and 
Committee, to be held at the SDESA Centre, 1 Tooth Street Warwick,  

on Friday the 9th November 2018 commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 
 

During general business, the President will give the opportunity for financial members 
to express their opinion  on how they perceive the executive, committee and association 

has been functioning, since the AGM 2018.   
 

Warwick 

Australian Rules Football Club 

The Southern Downs Ex-Services Association have announced its 
intention to support the Warwick ‘Redbacks Australian Rules 
Football Club the during the ‘2019 ANZAC Cup’ and beyond. VSASA 
Warwick Auspice has been a long-time sponsor of the ‘Redbacks and 
the new association is delighted that this great involvement between 
the two organisations is going to continue.  

SDESA will sponsor the ‘ANZAC Cup’ next year, with all players 
wearing the new ‘SDESA/Redbacks football jumpers as pictured. 

Our congratulation to member Colin Pope, on being recognised 
by the club and having the players player trophy named after him 
each year. The new award will be known as the ‘Colin Pope Players 
Player’ trophy. The ‘Cardinal’ as he is affectionally renowned, is a 
Foundation and Life Member of the club, after the announcement of 
the award he was speechless – for once. ‘Well Done Cardinal’. 

 

Colin Pope  
Players Player  
Trophy 2019 
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The Great Escape WW2. 

   
 Untouched for almost seven decades, the tunnel 
used in the Great Escape has finally been 
unearthed. The 111-yard passage nicknamed 
'Harry' by Allied prisoners was sealed by the 
Germans after the audacious break-out from the 
POW camp Stalag Luft III in western Poland. 
Despite huge interest in the subject, encouraged 
by the film starring Steve McQueen, the tunnel 
remained undisturbed over the decades because it 
was behind the Iron Curtain and the Soviet 
authorities had no interest in its significance. 
   
But at last British archaeologists have excavated it and discovered its remarkable secrets.  
Many of the bed boards which had been joined together to stop it collapsing were still in position and 
the ventilation shaft, ingeniously crafted from used powdered milk containers known as Klim Tins, 
remained in working order. Scattered throughout the tunnel, which is 30ft below ground, were bits of 
old metal buckets, hammers and crowbars which were used to hollow out the route.  
  
A total of 600 prisoners worked on three tunnels at the same time. They were nicknamed Tom, Dick and 
Harry and were just 2 ft square for most of their length. It was on the night of March 24 and 25, 1944, 
that 76 Allied airmen escaped through Harry.  
Barely a third of the 200 prisoners many in fake German uniforms and civilian outfits and carrying false 
identity papers, who were meant to slip away managed to leave before the alarm was raised when 
escapee number 77 was spotted. 

                                                                     
 Only three made it back to Britain. Another 50 were executed by 
firing squad on the orders of Adolf Hitler, who was furious after 
learning of the breach of security.   In all, 90 boards from bunk 
beds, 62 tables, 34 chairs and 76 benches, as well as thousands of 
items including knives, spoons, forks, towels and blankets, were 
squirreled away by the Allied prisoners to aid the escape plan 
under the noses of their captors. 
  
Although the Hollywood movie suggested otherwise, no 
Americans were involved in the operation.  Most were British, and 
the others were from Canada, (all the tunnelers were Canadian 
personnel with backgrounds in mining) Poland, New Zealand, 

Australia, and South Africa.  The site of the tunnel recently excavated by British archaeologists. The 
latest dig, over three weeks in August, located the entrance to Harry, which was originally concealed 
under a stove in Hut 104. The team also found another tunnel, called George, whose exact position had 
not been charted. 
 
 It was never used as the 2,000 prisoners were forced to march to other camps as the Red Army 
approached in January 1945. Watching the excavation was Gordie King, 91, an RAF radio operator, who 
was in Hut 104. 

    Tunnel vision: A tunnel reconstruction. 
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  Many of the recent generations have no true notion of the cost in 
lives and treasure that were paid for the liberties that we enjoy. 
They also have no idea in respect of the lengths that the “greatest 
generation” went to in order to preserve those liberties. Below is 
one true, small and entertaining story regarding those measures 
that are well worth reading, even if the only thing derived from 
the story is entertainment. 
 

                                                 Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British and Canadian Airmen found 
themselves as the involuntary guests of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and 
means to facilitate their escape. Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful and 
accurate map, one showing not only where stuff was, but also showing the locations of 'safe houses' 
where a POW on-the-lam could go for food and shelter.  Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they 
make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, they wear out rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn 
into mush.  
 Someone in MI-5 (similar to America's OSS) got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It's durable, 
can be scrunched-up into tiny wads and, unfolded as many times as needed and, makes no noise 
whatsoever.  At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the 
technology of printing on silk, and that was John Waddington Ltd When approached by the government, 
the firm was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort.  
 By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee for the popular American board game 
Monopoly. As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion into 
'CARE packages', dispatched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of war.  
 Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of 
Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to 
each region of Germany, Italy, and France or wherever Allied 
POW camps were located. When processed, these maps could 
be folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside 
a Monopoly playing piece.  
 As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's 
also managed to add:  
  1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass   
  2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together   
  3. Useful amounts of genuine high denomination German,           
       Italian, and French currency, hidden within  the piles of          
      Monopoly money!  
 British and American air crews were advised, before taking off     
 on their first mission, how to identify a 'rigged' Monopoly         
 set by means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like    
 an ordinary printing glitch, located in the corner of the Free 
 Parking square.  
  
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in  
their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, since 
the British Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in still another, future war.  
The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's, as well as the 
firm itself, were finally honored in a public ceremony.  
  

Mr. Gordie King, 91,  

 

Entrance to tunnel ‘George’ which was never used 
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Why is this day special to Australians? 

 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the 
Western Front fell silent after more than four years 
of continuous warfare. The allied armies had driven 
the German invaders back, having inflicted heavy 
defeats upon them over the preceding four 
months. In November the Germans called for an 
armistice (suspension of fighting) in order to secure 
a peace settlement. They accepted allied terms 
that amounted to unconditional surrender. 

 

attained a special significance in the post-war years. 
The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front became universally associated with the 
remembrance of those who had died in the war. This first modern world conflict had brought about the 
mobilisation of over 70 million people and left between 9 and 13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-
third of them with no known grave. The allied nations chose this day and time for the commemoration 
of their war dead. 

On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919 two minutes' silence was instituted as part of the main 
commemorative ceremony at the new Cenotaph in London. The silence was proposed by Australian 
journalist Edward Honey, who was working in Fleet Street. At about the same time, a South African 
statesman made a similar proposal to the British Cabinet, which endorsed it. King George V personally 
requested all the people of the British Empire to suspend normal activities for two minutes on the hour 
of the armistice "which stayed the worldwide carnage of the four preceding years and marked the 
victory of Right and Freedom". The two minutes' silence was popularly adopted, and it became a central 
feature of commemorations on Armistice Day. On the second anniversary of the armistice in 1920 the 
commemoration was given added significance when it became a funeral, with the return of the remains 
of an unknown soldier from the battlefields of the Western Front. Unknown soldiers were interred with 
full military honours in Westminster Abbey in London and at the Arc de Triumph in Paris. The 
entombment in London attracted over one million people within a week to pay their respects at the 
unknown soldier's tomb. Most other allied nations adopted the tradition of entombing unknown 
soldiers over the following decade. After the end of the Second World War, the Australian and British 
governments changed the name to Remembrance Day. Armistice Day was no longer an appropriate title 
for a day, which would commemorate all war dead. 

In Australia on the 75th anniversary of the armistice in 1993 Remembrance Day ceremonies again 
became the focus of national attention. The remains of an unknown Australian soldier, exhumed from a 
First World War military cemetery in France, were ceremonially entombed in the Memorial's Hall of 
Memory. Remembrance Day ceremonies were conducted simultaneously in towns and cities all over the 
country, culminating at the moment of burial at 11 am and coinciding with the traditional two minutes' 
silence. This ceremony, which touched a chord across the Australian nation, re-established  
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Remembrance Day as a significant day of 
commemoration Four years later, in 1997, 
Governor-General Sir William Deane issued a 
proclamation formally declaring 11 November to 
be Remembrance Day, urging all Australians to 
observe one minute's silence at 11 am on 11 
November each year to remember those who died 
or suffered for Australia's cause in all wars and 
armed conflicts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

In the spring of 1915, shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies growing in 
battle-scarred fields to write a now famous poem called 'In Flanders Fields'. After 
the First World War, the poppy was adopted as a symbol of Remembrance.  

Worn on Remembrance Day (11 November) each year, the red poppies were among the first to 
flower in the devastated battlefields of northern France and Belgium in the First World War. In soldiers' 
folklore, the vivid red of the poppy came from the blood of their comrades soaking the ground 
It was French YMCA Secretary, Madame Guerin, who in 1918 conceived the idea of selling silk poppies to 
help needy soldiers. Poppies were first sold in England on Armistice Day in 1921 by members of the 
British Legion to raise money for those who had been incapacitated by the war.  

 

Significance of Rosemary  

 

 

Traditionally, sprigs of rosemary are worn on Anzac Day and sometimes on 

‘Remembrance Day’. Rosemary is a herb which is usually added to cooking. 

However, since ancient times, the herb has been believed to have 

properties to improve the memory. Perhaps for this reason, rosemary 

became an emblem of remembrance in ancient folklore. Rosemary is now 

worn as a symbol of remembrance and has significance for Australians, as it 

is found growing wild on the Gallipoli peninsula. 
 
 

               Sydney, NSW, 11 November 1919.  
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      AUSTRALIA’S GI Jane’s are failing to meet the army’ 
fitness requirements with only one in 10 getting through 
basic infantry training. The Australian Defence Force has 
targeted women but just 24 of the 154 who signed up to go 
into battle since 2016 have managed to join a combat unit. 
The 10 full-time female soldiers have been posted to the 1st 
Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment in Townsville. 
The other 14 reservists have been posted to different units. 
Former Army officer Bernard Gaynor said: “The Army’s 
politically-correct plan to open infantry and other combat 
roles to women is a complete failure.” 

 
      The Australian Defence Force 
targeted women but just 24 of the 154 who signed up to go into battle since 2016 
have managed to join a combat unit. 
Last year The ADF had sent out weekly targets to recruiters that showed no targets 
for men in 35 of 50 Army positions with the instruction to “recruit immediately” if 
a woman came forward for combat roles. Australian Defence Force figures 
released to senate estimates show that 10 women joined the Army’s female-only 
pre-conditioning program aimed at getting them fit enough to start regular 
training but two dropped out. Just 72 of the 152 women recruited to be infantry 
soldiers who started recruit training at Kapooka managed to pass the basic course. 
Of those, only 24 were able to complete the infantry’s basic initial employment 
training course at Singleton. 
 

 Senate Estimates was also told that a quarter of the females who passed this course have since been 
medically downgraded, meaning that they were no longer classified as fully employable and deployable. 
“You don’t need to be Einstein to understand why: women just can’t keep up with the men,” said Mr. 
Bernie Gaynor. (former ARA officer.) Just 72 of the 152 women recruited to be infantry soldiers who 
started recruit training at Kapooka managed to pass the basic course. Independent Senator Fraser 
Anning said: “Defence capability is really the crux of the issue. Pushing politically correct agendas for 
the sake of gender quotas is ridiculous and dangerous to our nation’s defence.” 
 
The former One Nation Senator from Queensland was an army 
reservist and requested the information during Senate Estimates. 
“The key is having the right person for the right job. If an individual 
can carry the weight, trek the distance or perform as any other 
member then there is no issue,” he said. 

 
But he said it became a problem “when you make 
exceptions, reduce standards such as the Army 
Combat Fitness Assessment in which women are not 
required to carry packs during a pack march.” 
“Gender norming of physical standards to advantage 
female recruits occurs at the expense of capability, 
and therefore must be opposed if our priority is 
defending Australia,” he said. 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/australian-army-bans-male-recruits-to-get-female-numbers-up/news-story/69ee9dc1d4f8836e9cca7ca2e3e5680a
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/australian-army-bans-male-recruits-to-get-female-numbers-up/news-story/69ee9dc1d4f8836e9cca7ca2e3e5680a
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“Support Through Friendship and Understanding” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Warwick Physioworks. 
Warwick Funerals. 

&  
R&F Warwick Steel Buildings. 

Warwick carpet shampoo service. 
Bjr concrete construction. 

Southern Downs Regional Council. 

Cutmore medal mounting. 
Country Smiles Dental services. 

Jeff Hannaford Pty Ltd. 
TraxScope Track  Assessment. 

Warwick Sand & Gravel Supplies. 
May’s Mobile Mechanical. 

TYREPOWER WARWICK 
Oak Tree Retirement Villages  

 

DISCLAIMER This newsletter is produced for the membership of the Southern Downs Ex-Services Association Queensland 

Incorporated, complimentary copies are forwarded to allied ESO’s, members of various departments, sponsors and interested parties.  It 
is written with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be accurate at time of writing. However, readers should not act, nor 
refrain from acting, solely on the information in the newsletter about financial, taxation or any other matter.  Readers, having regard to 
their own circumstances, should consult the relevant authorities or other advisors with the expertise in the field.  Neither this 
association, its Committee of Management, nor the Editor, accepts any responsibility for any actions taken or not taken by the readers. 

 

A.B.N. 89 554 766023       Inc. No. IA57463 

1 Tooth Street, Warwick Qld 4370 
PO Box 631, Warwick Qld 4370 
   Email: warvet02@bigpond.com 

Web Site: www.sdesa.com.au 

BANK:  Warwick Credit Union   BSB:  817-001.   ACCOUNT NO: 400305133.
 

 

Executive Management Committee: 
 

             President:     Ken J. Ashton              0417.623.722 

Vice/Pres:     Gordon Kimber           07.4666.1215 
             Treasurer:     Barbara Cutmore        0417.674.121 

 

Management Committee: 
 

Secretary:     Barry E. Kelly             0417.740.282 
              Mementos:  Peter Ashton             0438.802.366 
              PR Officer:    Steve Kelly                 0412.000.214 
              Mowing:       Ray Wingett              07.4661 3508 
                                  Alan Doust                 0428.241.413                                                   
             Terry Smart                0488.654.357 

 

Funeral Officers:  Ken Ashton, Barry E. Kelly 
Newsletter Editor:  Barry E. Kelly  tunnelrat66@bigpond.com 

Webmaster: John Robertson. Visreal Productions.   0421045100 

 

 
 
 

          
 

 
 

                     
                          
                     

 

                           

Patron:                     Hon. David Littleproud. MP                                                                                                          

                                      Federal Member for Maranoa
 

Patron:                     Mayor Cr. Mrs. Tracy Dobie. 

                                  Southern Downs Regional Council 

 

       Auditor:             Mr Jeff Hannaford. F.C.A. 

                                       Chartered Accountant 
               Jeff Hannaford Pty Ltd. 

 

        Solicitor:         Mr. Alex Gudkovs. 
                                   Gudkovs Power Seffgast. Warwick. 

 

Ass/Secretary:        Lee Wells                 0450.375.712 
Ass/Treasurer:        Eddie Marshall        0458.573.876 
Providore Coord:    John Palmer            0409.359.600 
Raffles Coord:         Paul Guy                   0429.011.166 
SDESA Chaplain:     Rev. Jeff Baills         0448.487.586 
            Queensland Police Chaplain (Southern Area) 
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